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Poetry Appreciation
Course Syllabus

Instructor: Ms. A. McDonald
Contact Information:
amcdonald@fsd1.org
Wilson High School: 1411 Old Marion Hwy
Florence, SC 29501

Course Overview
Students will study both traditional and contemporary poetry. The focus will be analytical and creative
responses to poems. The culminating activity will be the creation of a portfolio consisting of student poems and
analytical essays about published poetry. Students will read and discuss poetry while becoming familiar with
literary devices and sensitive to the sounds and rhythms of poetry. Students will also be expected to annotate the
assigned poems and come to class prepared to discuss them. Developing these skills will be important for the as
students will submit their own poetry and workshop their peers’ poems.

● Identify the role of poetry in understanding their world and their own humanity
● Develop a vocabulary for discussing the elements of poetry
● Analyze poetry in writing and orally
● Demonstrate a willingness to take the risks involved in poetry composition
● Apply the revision process effectively to their own writing, both creative and analytical
● Participate in discussion, writing workshops, and work with others
● Pursue publishing possibilities

Material Requirements: Chromebook, charger, folder, pencils/pens, and notebook *Students will be advised if special
materials will be required for class and/or individual projects.

Students will be engaged with daily e-learning activities that must be completed.
Grading

Grading will be conducted on a percentage scale adhering to the following criteria:

A 90-100 B 80-89 C 70-79 D 60-69 F Below 60

Classwork/ Daily Grades
(Q1 or 3): 30%
(Q2 or 4): 25%

Summatives

Daily writing prompts
Participation and workshops
Peer editing
Book Clubs

Poetry Portfolio Final(Q1/3)  40%
(Q2/4)  45%

Quizzes & Critical Poem Responses           30%

Q1 (or Q3) = 40%
Q2 (or Q4) = 40%
E1 (or E2) = 20%

mailto:amcdonald@fsd1.org
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Course Overview

*This syllabus is tentative and lessons may be subject to change  are subject to change based on the learning needs of the students

Units Topics Student Learning Targets

Unit 1: Love Foundations:
How to read a poem
Poetic Devices
Forms and Types of Poetry

Unit 2: Fear Foundations:
Using the 5 senses (figurative language)
Assonance, Consonance and Allusion

Unit 3: Hope Foundations:
Syntax
Rhythm & Meter

Unit 4: Poetry Workshop Foundations:
Poetry in Pop Culture
Spoken Word

Classroom Procedures  - Attached you will find a list of classroom procedures that students are required to follow within

Ms. McDonald’s class. Students should familiarize themselves with the expectations and procedures while keeping this

list as a reference. All students will be responsible for learning and adhering to these procedures daily in order to maintain

a learning environment free from disruption.

I.  ACADEMIC EXPECTATIONS
A. It is the responsibility of the student to work to his or her highest potential and to strive to excel at all

times.

B. Each student is expected to complete and return ALL assignments. The student is responsible for making
up any missed assignments, quizzes, or tests administered during his/her absence. If a student is absent and
misses a major test, he/she has five (5) school days to take the test. If the test is not taken during the
allotted time, the grade becomes a zero (See FSD1 Policy Idea: Make-Up Opportunities).

C. Unexcused late assignments will be accepted with a late penalty of 10 points per day for formative &
summative assessments from the grade received on the late assignment.

Missing Work & Absences:
D. ABSENT? Make up work should be returned to the teacher within three days of your return to school. If

you are returning from a long period of time away from school, we will work on an individual
case-by-case basis for deciding due dates. Major projects, papers, and assignments are exempt from the
five-day-rule and will be handled on a case-by-case basis.

E. If you know you are going to be absent on a due date, email your project, paper, or assignment BEFORE
the time of the class period that it is due to be turned in for full credit.



McDonald3

F. If you have a doctor’s note for the day the assignment was due, I will accept a late assignment for full
credit. If you do not have any documentation, 10% points for summative assignments  will be taken off for
each day that the assignment is late.

G. If you know you are going to be absent on a due date, email your project, paper, or assignment BEFORE
the time of the class period that it is due to be turned in for full credit.

H. All students are expected to take required class tests or exams.

E. WHS Second Chance Policy:
Wilson High School has implemented a Second Chance Policy. If a student earns a score below 90% on
work that is counted as a major test grade (55%), the student will be granted one opportunity to retake
the assignment for a grade not to exceed 90%. To take advantage of this opportunity, the student must
complete and return a retake ticket and have a parent signature before a test retake is allowed.
Additionally, students must attend review/tutorial sessions before a retake is granted. Likewise, all extra
help and retake work must be completed within five (5) school days.
*Please be advised that quarter and final exams, EOCs, benchmarks, and projects are excluded and
CANNOT be retaken.

For daily grades, classwork, and assignments that are counted 45%, students will NOT be given the
opportunity to retake the assignment(s). Additionally, if a student does not complete an assignment,
he/she will receive a zero (O) for that assignment counted as 45%. Failure to complete incomplete
assignments will lead to a class failure and/or loss of class credit.

F. Teacher’s Office Hours:
Email or contact me at least 24 hours if you desire to meet after school. However, the schedule is subject to
change. Emails sent after 5 pm will be answered the next day.

II. STANDARDS FOR WRITTEN WORK

A. When turning in written assignments, students are expected to do the following:
1. Head papers properly on the left side of the document.

 Name
 Class
 Period
 Date

2. Proofread carefully (specifically check for capitalization, spelling, & punctuation)
3. Write everything in your own words and cite any outside sources.
4. Always write in complete sentences unless otherwise noted by the teacher.

II. Plagiarism & Cheating Policy
● The penalty for plagiarism and cheating will be a zero for the assessment or assignment;

furthermore, disciplinary actions will follow according to school policy.
● Plagiarism is defined as taking credit for another’s ideas or words without attribution. Plagiarism and

cheating for any assignment will result in a 0 grade for that assignment.
● Cheating is defined as falsifying one’s academic work or assisting another student to falsify academic

work. The following are examples of cheating:
○ using hidden notes, copying from another student, or helping another student during an

assessment or in class essay.
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○ giving assessment questions or answers to a student from another class or obtaining assessment
questions or answers from students in another class

○ stealing assessment questions or answers
○ feigning ill to avoid assessments
○ changing answers, comments, or grades on an assessment already graded
○ copying from a student or allowing another student to copy homework (unless collaboration is

explicitly encouraged for the particular assessment or assignment)
○ using technology in any way to share assessment questions or answers with other students, to

communicate with other students during an assessment, or to reference resources not permitted
for completing the assessment or assignment using study aids (e.g., Spark Notes, Cliffs Notes,
etc.) in lieu of assigned readings

III.  ATTENDANCE/TARDY PROCEDURES
Attendance will be taken at the beginning of class. Students are expected to arrive on time for class.
Students who arrive after the tardy bell for class will be marked tardy in Power Teacher. Students

will receive an intervention for each time they are tardy for class (Wilson High School Student Code of
Conduct Policy).

ELECTRONIC DEVICE POLICY

Cell Phones

I understand that cell phones could be a potential resource during classroom instruction, however I have found
that most students do not have the self discipline to not text, email, snap chat, etc. during class. Because of this,
cell phones, headphones, earbuds, AirPods, etc,  must be placed in your backpack or purse at the
beginning of class unless the teacher has requested for a lesson. Violation of the cell phone policy will
result in possibly having your cell phone taken away until the end of class or further consequences.

Chromebooks/tablets, etc.

Chromebooks are essential for success in this class. Chromebooks are expected to be charged before class.

V. CLASSROOM DISCIPLINE: STUDENT CODE OF CONDUCT
Students are expected to adhere to the Code of Conduct for Florence School District One even if they
are learning virtually.
The following English rules and expectations will be enforced:

1. RESPECT
● No Phones or headphones.
● Be respectful. Students are expected to show respect in words and actions to other students,

to the teacher, to the school, and to themselves at all times.
● Privacy: Students should respect their classmates’ privacy. They should not take

photos/videos in the classroom.
● Stay on topic and be respectful. Be mindful during class discussions. *Inappropriate

conversations such as profanity will be reported.
2. ACCOUNTABILITY
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● Be prompt. Students are expected to arrive at class on time.
● Be prepared. Students are expected to bring their all assignments and other required

materials to class (i.e. Chromebook & charger)
● Stay on Task. Students are expected to use class time constructively and work until all work

is completed. Students should refrain from eating, sleeping, and unnecessary talking in
class.

3. LIFE LONG LEARNER
1. Strive. It is the responsibility of the student to work to his or her highest potential and to strive to

excel at all times.
2. Participate. Students are expected and required to actively participate in the virtual and in-class

sessions whether through discussions, chat features, group work, and daily e-learning activities.

VI. AGREEMENT FORM: Students, please initial on each line.
____ There is absolutely no eating in the classroom.
____  Students will receive intervention for each electronic device used during unauthorized time
(texting, scrolling through other sites during class time, receiving or placing calls, and other operative
modes).
_____To maintain the privacy of their peers, students are not permitted to take screenshots or record
any video chats unless permitted by the instructor.
____ Students must not share or post any inappropriate materials on any digital form in this classroom
______During class, purses should be placed in the basket under the desk. Book bags should be placed
on the floor.
____Students are not allowed to groom in class (comb/brush hair, apply makeup, spray cologne, etc.).
❖ If a student chooses not to adhere to the rules, five of the following interventions will occur:
1. Verbal  Correction

2. Acknowledgment (verbal warning, a reminder of procedures, etc.)

3. Classroom Referral (student/teacher conference, parent phone call and/or lunch detention/time-out)

4. Administrative Referral or ABE

*Severe offenses will result in an automatic administrative referral

● Included in this discipline plan are ways to positively reinforce students who choose to abide by the class rules.

These students are rewarded with praise, positive notes or calls to parents, etc.

ENGLISH POLICIES AND PROCEDURES ACCEPTANCE STATEMENT
The signatures below indicate that we have read and understood the course syllabus, classroom procedures, and
expectations for Ms. McDonald’s English class for the academic year of 2020-2021. By signing below either
physically or electronically, we agree to be mindful and follow these Policies and Procedures to ensure a
successful semester in this class. We also acknowledge that we have read and will adhere to all rules stated in
Wilson High School’s handbook and agree to the above-mentioned consequences. **The terms of this
document may be subject to change.
________________________ _______________________________

Student Printed Name Parent/Guardian Printed Name/Date


